SCONUL — going through the process

| prepared this document as a record of my own SCONUL application, so that | could show you exactly
what’s involved, give you an idea of how long it takes, and see what problems crop up along the way.
So here are my five steps to joining another university’s library, if you’re an OU student.

1. First, read the instructions from the OU Library. They explain that you don’t need anything
except your student number to start the Sconul process.

http://www.open.ac.uk/library/help-and-support/libraries-near-you

contacting the belpdesk

How do | join SCONUL Access?
Dwe to the current high volums of APPHCEDONS, plaass Show wp 10 10 wovkieyg days Tor your Jppacation 1
Introduction to
Library Services

\4/

be processad

L Read the mportant gudante below, then complete the application form at the STONUL ALCess

Wednaesday, 20 September, 201

193¢

3 In Step 2, please select Open University
4 Chck Ane, dick the primary choice Universty Library you vesh to attand, and than cick Apply for
ACCRSS
Comgplets the form usng the guciance as follows
* in the "Ubrary or 1D Card no.' box typa in your Open Ursversity Library bascode number #
you Eveaty have one, Sthacwsa type In your student/staf! F1 nember
I you Aurve Jst your previows Kbrary caed h the dpace for Ubvary 1D, please ado the
words "new card please

» If you have Jost your anginad &mak - in the space for Lty 1D, please acd the words “new

el pléase”
« Nota: you 'will nat be restncted ta this ibrary and can use the same smatl and ibrary card

" R0y, eeher Ront Moranes Contacting the
o helpdesk

will ba sant a confemanon emal when your appicanon has bean receved

A your SCONUL appacation has been processad you witl be sent an approved’ emadl getaing =
5 e A% " = hat 19 2 Lidraran - Availlable 24

uur Sand, SCONUL sccess sxpiry date and Libtary barcode number

An Open University Library card will be posted 1o you i you do not already have one sustndesk
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2. Then go to the Sconul Access website:

https://www.sconul.ac.uk/sconul-access
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STEP 07 Tell v the mame of your instRuttioec

You’ll have to fill in a form with name, email address and your student number — and you’ll have to
pick a library that you want to visit, although this doesn’t actually limit you to just the one library.

At this point (as detailed on the OU Library website) you should request an OU Library card if you don’t
already have one, by typing ‘new card please’ in the Library ID box.

You should receive an immediate confirmation of your application. Then you wait.

3. Print out your Sconul Approval email when it comes through. In my case this arrived less than
three weeks after | submitted the application. If you’ve applied for a new OU Library card (as
I did) you'll need to wait for that too: mine arrived two days after the Approval email.
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4. Ring the library you want to join. All of them will need to see a print-out of the Approval email
and your OU Library card, but some may also request a passport-sized photo or some photo
ID, or may tell you to come at a particular time to be registered. The library | applied to didn’t
ask for anything beyond the email and the library card.

5. Goalong to your chosen library. Report to the Reception desk and present your Sconul email.
They may take your photo if you haven’t been asked to bring one; then you’ll be issued with
a library card from that library. Your new card will allow you to borrow books, although the
limit will depend on the institution.

For me, the whole process took three weeks — although this timescale would probably be different at
a different time of year. It all went smoothly, involving no effort on my part beyond one online form,
one phonecall, and a visit to a library bearing an email print-out. So I'd urge anyone who’s serious
about Classics, particularly at Level 3 or postgraduate level, to follow the Sconul process — as long as
you can manage to reach a university library from time to time.

Of course, not all of us are lucky enough to have an academic library with a Classics section within
reasonable travelling distance. If joining the Sconul scheme isn’t practical for you, you could look into
the Institute of Classical Studies (http://library.icls.sas.ac.uk/fag.htm#post2), which has a scanning
service and can sometimes post books to you.
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